
Character Counts! 
by Mark Brunner 

Actions of the Common Day! (Gen. 27: 11-13) 

"It's the little things that count!" Growing up this phrase had special meaning 
in my life. No, not because I enjoyed hear- ing it or, for that matter, even 
putting it to good use in my life. Rather, it was one of what I called the "BR" 
phrases. You know, the "broken record" phrases that parents employ just to 
make sure they can still get a rise out of you. This phrase, along with others 
like, "If you keep doing that your face will freeze that way!" or "I'm sick and 
tired of this mess!" – were "BR" phrases. I heard them so often I knew they 
were coming even before one of my parents opened their mouths. "BR 
number 3! Here it comes!" Little did I know that instead of trying to break 
me down with these words, my parents sole aim was to build me up. That, of 
course, was not realized until I started using "BR's" myself on my own 
children many years later. 

Here’s a story: Oscar Wilde was a very gifted writer and speaker. God had 
given him many special talents; most of which he squandered long before 
realizing what he was wasting. Ignoring the "BR's" altogether, he committed 
his life to goals of wanton pleasure and whim. He later wrote: "The gods had 
given me almost everything. But I let myself be lured into long spells of 
senseless and sensual ease. Tired of being on the heights, I deliberately went 
to the depths in search for new sensation. I thrived on things that contradicted 



goodness, I mistook corruption for passion. I grew careless of the lives of 
others. I took pleasure where it pleased me, and passed on. I forgot that every 
little action of the common day makes or unmakes character, and that what 
one has done in the secret, one has some day to cry aloud from the housetop. 
I ceased to be lord over myself. I was no longer the captain of my soul, and 
did not know it. I allowed pleasure to dominate me. I ended in horrible 
disgrace." (Oscar Wilde--Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians) 

When we ignore the little things, "actions of the common day," we doom 
ourselves to lives of mediocrity at best and wasted lives at worst. Character 
counts because character, being able to learn from the small and ordinary 
events of life, makes us aware of the "big" things when they actually happen 
to us. When we ignore the little things, when we let the little deceptions and 
half truths dominate our lives, we dig a hole with our actions, scoop by 
terrible scoop, until the day comes when we've dug it deep enough to no 
longer escape it. When deceive ourselves and others like this, the Bible tells 
us that we may "bring down a curse" (Gen. 27:12) upon our heads. Thank God for 
the catalog of "broken record" phrases I inherited from my parents. Although 
I didn't know it at the time, it is one of the greatest gifts they could have 
given me. 

"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own" (Matt 6:34) 

 

 

Anger That Weeps! (James 1: 20) 

Is it wrong to vent! When we see something or personally experience 
something that rouses our anger, the first thing that we usually do is look for 
some way of venting, of releasing the anger that has suddenly welled up 
inside of us. When we look for ways of getting rid of the anger that pushes 
upward and outward, is it wrong to simply let it out and rid ourselves of it? 
Most doctors will tell you that pent-up anger can become a physical liability. 
According to the American Medical Association, keeping anger welled up 
inside can cause all manner of ailments including heart disease, systemic 



failures, stroke and even premature death. Yet, when we think about Christian 
character and what God wants a Christian to show to the world, how does 
anger really fit the profile of a Christian with good character? Aren't we 
supposed to approach every situation in life with a calmness that comes from 
confidence in our Lord and, consequently, ourselves? Do anger and Christian 
character really fit well together? 

Warren Wiersbe writes: “If you want to learn what a person is really like, ask 
three questions: What makes him laugh? What makes him angry? What 
makes him weep? These are fairly good tests of character that are especially 
appropriate for Christian leaders. I hear people saying, "We need angry 
leaders today!" or "The time has come to practice militant Christianity!" 
Perhaps, but according to the Apostle James, "man's anger does not bring 
about the righteous life that God desires" (James 1:20). "What we need today is 
not anger but anguish, the kind of anguish that Moses displayed when he 
broke the two tablets of the law and then climbed the mountain to intercede 
for his people, or that Jesus displayed when He cleansed the temple and then 
wept over the city. The difference between anger and anguish is a broken 
heart. It's easy 

to get angry, especially at somebody else's sins; but it's not easy to look at sin, 
our own included, and weep over it." (Warren W. Wiersbe, The Integrity Crisis, Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1991, pp. 75-76.) 

The Bible tells us that there is a place for anger in our lives; anger with a 
purpose, however. God does not want His people to be complacent and 
docile. When we see a wrong or experience injustice God wants us to be 
concerned. He wants us to express anguish over things that are not right in 
His sight. A Christian of character, however, doesn't just vent when anger sets 
in. A Christian searches for the source of his anger and then commits that 
anger to heart where it can easily mix with compassion. Sin should make us 
angry, angry enough so that our hearts gush with a love that comes from 
above. Anger alone is a very selfish thing. Anger that weeps, however, is an 
awesome tool in the hands of our wise God. 

"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own" (Matt 6:34) 



 

 

Attended By Angels! (Mark 1: 12-13) 

Why are we tempted so much? Sometimes it gets to be a burden coping with 
the day-to-day temptations that never seem to go away. "If God really loves 
us, why ARE we tempted so much?" Do you ever get the feeling that you 
aren't really a very good Christian because of the amount of temptation that 
always seems to come your way? While others seem to glide along through 
life with maybe a few minor vices, you seem to always be toting a heavy load 
of potential sin wherever you go. You see that little box of paper clips in the 
office cabinet and the thought to take them home flashes through your mind. 
There's that speed limit sign you just passed that said 55 and you're pretty 
content doing 60. Whether it's taking that second helping of dessert or 
pausing for a moment just to look at a tempting figure on the cover of a 
tabloid as you checkout at the grocery store, you just always seem to be 
confronted with the possibility of sin. You find yourself saying, "If I really 
had Christian character I wouldn't always be finding myself in so many 
tempting situations." 

But, does Christian character reflect itself in temptation or is there a much 
different standard by which a Christian is judged? Is being tempted the issue 
or is yielding to that temptation the real acid test? 

Here's a story: A number of years ago the Douglas Aircraft company was 
competing with Boeing to sell Eastern Airlines its first big jets. War hero 
Eddie Rickenbacker, the head of Eastern Airlines, reportedly told Donald 
Douglas that the specifications and claims made by Douglas's company for 
the DC-8 were close to Boeing's on everything except noise suppression. 
Rickenbacker then gave Douglas one last chance to out-promise Boeing on 
this feature. After consulting with his engineers, Douglas reported that he 
didn't feel he could make that promise although it was tempting. 
Rickenbacker replied, "I know you can't; I just wanted to see if you were still 
honest to say so."(Today in the Word) 



Christian character is not a result of leading a life free of temptation. 
Temptation is a part of every Christian's life. Just ask Christ. When He was in 
the desert for 40 days He wasn't free of temptation. The Bible tells us that He 
was "tempted by Satan" and "attended by angels." The test of Christian 
character is not that you're tempted but that you are able to stand up under it. 
Christians of good character are tempted and will always be tempted. True 
character depends upon resisting the devil's advances, not being free of them. 
Character is a product of reacting to sin, not facing it. When we react to sin 
by fleeing from it we will be attended by angels, as was Christ, and be given 
the strength to stay the course. 

"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own" (Matt 6:34) 

Heart On Display! (1 Samuel 16: 7) 

I was paging through a mail order catalog the other day and ran across the 
section of the catalog that displayed and advertised jeans. I did a double take 
when I saw what was passing for "jeans" these days and what they cost. The 
"jeans" on display had holes cut into them purposely. And, they wanted over 
$50 per pair for them! This was just one of those jaw-dropping instances for 
me when I had to scratch my head and do a double take. "When I was a kid," 
I thought to myself, "we called them blue jeans. Blue for the color, and, well, 
jeans were jeans." You had your choice of bibs or waist cuts. The only real 
difference was the name on the brown patch above the right, rear pocket. You 
paid less for jeans in those days than for dress pants. These earned a higher 
ticket. That made sense. You bought blue jeans because you needed a pair of 
pants to run around in, get dirty and abuse. But, fashion? It really never came 
into question. Blue jeans were a statement about what the wearer was about 
to do, not a statement on how he was about to look. 

Today's jeans fashions are making a completely different statement, however. 
Jeans are now meant to be a fashion statement (if you can call pre-made holes 
a fashion statement). They have everything to do with what is on the outside 
of a wearer and not the inside. It's not what you do in them any more that is 
important. It's how you look in them that give the wearer meaning. How 



scruffy and shabby the jeans are is how we judge the wearer. Utility and work 
ethic are no longer a part of what "jeans" mean. In a culture obsessed with 
appearances, fashion jeans have become a signpost of what we want people 
to think about us, and not an indication of the character of the person in those 
jeans. 

Here's a thought from W. Michael Blumenthal, chairman of Unisys: "Outside 
appearances often colored my hiring policies the wrong way. In choosing 
people for top positions, you have to try to make sure they have a clear sense 
of what is right and wrong, a willingness to be truthful, the courage to say 
what they think and to do what they think is right, even if the politics militate 
against that. This is the quality that should really be at the top. I was too often 
impressed by the intelligence and knowledge of an individual and didn't pay 
enough attention to the question of how honest, courageous and good a 
person the individual really was.” (Jerry Flint, in Forbes.) The Bible tells us “The Lord 
does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). With God our hearts 
are on display, not our looks. Thank God he cares about what is “inside” the 
jeans and not simply “on” display outside them! He's looking for workers 
ready to get their hands dirty and not simply hands with fashionable 
intentions. 

"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own" (Matt 6:34) 

  

Rejoice in the Shade! (Duet. 5: 21) 

Standing in the shadows can be lonely at times. When others are taking the 
bows and hearing the accolades it is sometimes impossible not to be envious. 
Recognition is something that each one of us by nature yearns for. To be 
recognized for what we do and how we do it is a pretty simply thing after all. 
It’s not like we are asking for trophies and plaques to line our walls and 
bookcases. Simply, to know that others appreciate what we do as much as 
they appreciate the efforts of others, is not too much to ask–is it? 



Yet, life usually isn't fair when it comes to recognition. We strive to achieve 
and then, just when we feel that we've reached our goal, someone else steals 
the limelight. They trot out on stage and take the bows that should have been 
ours. Or, at least, that's what we are prone to think. We plod and they gallop. 
We strive and they just always seem to get there with ease. There’s something 
inherently unfair about having to work hard and try our best and then receive 
only scant praise. If God is a just god and justice means that we get what we 
deserve, why is it that so often our strivings and longings find us standing in 
someone else’s shade? Would it be that bad to be in the spotlight 
occasionally? 

Here's a story: The godly Scottish preacher Andrew Bonar penned a diary 
entry. He wrote, “This day 20 years ago I preached for the first time as an 
ordained minister. It's amazing that the Lord has spared me and used me at 
all. I have no reason to wonder that He used others far more than He does me. 
Yet envy is my fault, and today I have been seeking grace to be able to rejoice 
over the success of others, even where it casts me into the shade. Lord, take 
away this fault!” (Andrew Bonar.) 

God, in His mercy, is constantly standing between us and ourselves. He 
knows what's best for us when most of the time we have little or no clue. 
Often He puts us in the "shade" of others just to protect us from ourselves, 
and our own inability to deal with the attention in a Godly way. He also 
knows that the desire to want the praise others are getting is one human 
failing that so often takes control of our lives and leads to other sins like 
adultery and theft. That's why God will often put us in the shade of others so 
that we can learn to "rejoice" in the fortune of others when they achieve and 
we do not. It's only through this kind of conditioning that we're able to deal 
with envy in a righteous way. Practicing contentment in the shade of others is 
the perfect way to adjust to our lives as God has given them to us. What 
better place to kick back and relax than in someone else’s shade. What better 
way to develop the character God wants us to have? 

"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own" (Matt 6:34) 


