
Challenge Me! 
by Mark Brunner 

Climb Christian Climb! (Psalm 24: 1-10) 

How much time did you spend yesterday thinking about eternity? It’s hard 
thinking about a place that you’ve never seen and is pretty difficult to picture 
in the first place. We’re on our way and someday we’ll get there. Perhaps 
that’s enough to think about for now. Then again, since each new dawning 
day could very well be our last, it’s probably a good idea to put some thought 
of eternity into it. For that matter, if we don’t set apart some of our precious 
time every day to devote to thinking about our relationship with God and His 
eternal plan for us, we might find that each day draws us that much farther 
away from thoughts of our God. Our prayers become less frequent and time 
spent talking with God becomes rare. 

Here’s a story: Recently National Geographic ran an article about the Alaskan 
Bull Moose. The males of the species battle for dominance during the fall 
breeding season; literally going head-to-head with antlers crunching together 
as they collide. Often the antlers, their only weapon, are broken. That ensures 
defeat. The heftiest moose, with the largest and strongest antlers, triumphs. 
Therefore, the battle fought in the fall is really won during the summer, when 
the moose eat continually. The one that consumes the best diet for growing 
antlers and gaining weight will be the heavyweight in the fight. Those that eat 
inadequately sport weaker antlers and less bulk. (Craig Peterson) 



There’s a lesson here for us. Spiritual battles await us. Satan will choose a 
season for attack. Will we be victorious, or will we fall? Much depends on 
what we do now–before the wars begin. The bull-moose principle: Enduring 
faith, strength, and wisdom for trials are best developed before they’re 
needed. Today would be a good day to tackle a healthy climb up the “hill of 
the Lord.” It won’t be easy and there will be times that you slip and fall back 
into the valley of complacency. But, don’t let that bother you. Your job is to 
climb. The more you strive for spiritual health by improving your prayer life, 
devoting time to God and God alone, serving one another and worshipping, 
the higher up that hill you’ll get. Let God draw you up with His own hands. 
Make your goal to stand in His presence every day, atop the hill of spiritual 
health and wellbeing. Be a climbing Christian and don’t be afraid to fall. He 
will always catch you. 

“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34)  

 

Hoping Against Hope! (Psalm 25: 1-14) 

Hoping against hope. I think that might be defined as when you find yourself 
alone in your hopes. I’m often reminded of the story of Abraham when I 
think of that kind of hope. The Bible tells us that “Hoping against hope, 
[Abraham] believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’” Romans 

4:18. There was little evidence other than a promise that he would become the 
father of many nations. He was over a hundred years old. Yet, Abraham 
hoped against hope because that hope was from God. Perhaps he had shared 
this promise with his servants and certainly with Sara, his wife. Perhaps he 
had even shared it with the peoples of the land of Canaan in which he had 
travelled. How foolish a hope it must have seemed to them. Yet, it did not 
destroy his hope. 

Here’s a story: “During the Thirty Years’ War in the 17th century, German 
pastor Paul Gerhardt and his family were forced to flee from their home. One 
night as they stayed in a small village inn, homeless and afraid, his wife 
broke down and cried openly in despair. To comfort her, Gerhardt reminded 



her of Scripture promises about God’s provision and keeping. Then, going 
out to the garden to be alone, he too broke down and wept. He felt he had 
come to his darkest hour. Soon afterward, Gerhardt felt the burden lifted and 
sensed anew the Lord’s presence. Taking his pen, he wrote a hymn that has 
brought comfort to many. “Give to the winds thy fears; hope, and be 
undismayed; God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy 
head. Through waves and clouds and storms He gently clears the way. Wait 
thou His time, so shall the night soon end in joyous day.” (Our Daily Bread) 

Abraham and Gerhardt were in on a great secret. The secret was this–sin and 
death, troubles and sorrows, all work together for the good of a believer who 
keeps the hope of God alive in his heart. It is often in our darkest times that 
God makes His presence known most clearly. He uses our sufferings and 
troubles to show us that He is our only source of strength. And when we see 
this truth, like Pastor Gerhardt, we receive new hope. Are you facing a great 
trial today? Take heart. Put yourself in God’s hands. Wait for His timing. He 
will give you a “song in the night.” 

“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

Finishing Faith Touch!  (Psalm 26: 1-12) 

What does it mean to have integrity? While it doesn’t mean that we will 
never make mistakes or stray from our mission to serve the Lord, it does 
mean that our ultimate goal and our final decisions always lead us back when 
we do stray, to a place where we will follow the Lord. God tests this in us. 
Yet, how many of us really want God to test our loyalty, love, commitment 
and integrity to Him? It’s a fearful thing to know that God will test us by 
examining the motives and integrity of my heart. 

Here’s a story: Years ago, composer Oscar Hammerstein had occasion to fly 
over the Statue of Liberty. As he flew over the top of the statue, the part that 
can’t be seen from the ground, he remarked about the detail that the sculptor 
had put into the braids of the hair. “The sculptor,” remarked Hammerstein, 
“could not have dreamed that any man would ever fly over this head. He was 



artist enough, however, to finish off this part of the statue with as much care 
as he had devoted to her face and her arms, and the torch and everything that 
people can see as they sail up the bay. When you are creating a work of art, or 
any other kind of work, finish the job off perfectly. You never know when a 
helicopter, or some other instrument not yet invented, may come along and 
find you out. (Oscar Hammerstein II, Lyrics) 

Are you leading the kind of faith life that would pass God’s muster? Is 
attention to the details of faith in your life something you have neglected; are 
you devoting quiet time each day to the study of God’s Word? When was the 
last time that you walked with God and just plain talked with Him? Don’t be 
content with just good enough. Strive to attend to all the details, even when 
they may only be visible to you and the Lord and nobody else. Challenge 
yourself to maintain a high level of spiritual integrity. God is holding both 
you and I to very high standards and we need to hold each other to these 
standards as well. Conduct your life as if the whole world were watching; but 
remember, in the end, it may come down to just God and you. Walk in 
integrity and challenge yourself. Walk uprightly, with integrity, and serve the 
Lord today even when no one else is around to see you! It’s the finishing 
touches that really count when it comes to serving our Lord! 

“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

Bridges All The Way! (Psalm 27: 1-14) 

Life can be a real ride. Something happens and we peer down the road, 
straining to see what we expect to see; and, usually, we expect the worse. It’s 
human nature. The car breaks down and needs to be towed away to the repair 
shop. What will it cost this time to repair it? What if it is something we can’t 
afford to repair? We tell ourselves, “I need my car! I can’t afford to buy a new 
one. Now what?” We gaze down the road of life, whether it be unexpected 
repairs, sickness, a job lost, a friend or family member who has strayed, and 
all we can see are the deep caverns with rushing rivers of misfortune and 
doom crashing through them. Soon we lose confidence in ourselves, others, 
even God. 



Here’s a story: About halfway through a PBS program on the Library of 
Congress, Dr. Daniel Boorstin, the Librarian of Congress, brought out a little 
blue box from a small closet that once held the library’s rarities. The label on 
the box read: ‘Contents of the president’s pockets on the night of April 14, 
1865. Boorstin then proceeded to remove the items in the small container and 
display them on camera. There were five things in the box: handkerchief, 
embroidered ‘A. Lincoln’– a country boy’s pen knife – a spectacles case 
repaired with string – a purse containing a $5 Confederate bill – and some old 
and worn newspaper clippings. ‘The clippings,’ said Boorstin, ‘were 
concerned with the great deeds of Abraham Lincoln. And one of them 
actually reports a speech by John Bright which says that Abraham Lincoln is 
‘one of the greatest men of all times.’ There is something touchingly pathetic 
in the picture of this great leader seeking solace and self-assurance from a 
few old newspaper clippings as he reads them under the flickering flame 
alone in the Oval Office.” (Swindoll, The Quest For Character) 

Sometimes, life is nothing more than a steady, chilling rain that robs us of our 
hope and puts our confidence into a tailspin. “Where is God? Why has he 
abandoned me.” Even Abraham Lincoln suffered from doubts and was often 
discouraged with his life. Yet, isn’t is remarkable that every time things seem 
at their worse, almost magically a bridge appears to pierce the darkness and 
span the sorrow. God is never far from us even when life seems to be the 
most pressing. In fact, it is at these times that we can know that He is truly at 
His closest. Are you threatened today by life? Believe that your “times” are in 
God’s hands. Know that you are always safe in God’s almighty arms. 

“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

  

When God Is Silent! (Psalm 28: 1-9) 

Silence! We take our prayers to God regularly. Yet, often, He is silent. Does 
God really hear all of our prayers? I remember the story of Franklin 
Roosevelt when, as President of the United States, he often endured long 
receiving lines at the White House. He complained that no one really paid 



any attention to what was said. One day, during a reception, he decided to try 
an experiment. To each person who came down the line and shook his hand, 
he murmured, “I murdered my grandmother this morning.” The guests 
responded with phrases like, “Marvelous! Keep up the good work.” It was 
not till the end of the line, while greeting the ambassador from Bolivia, that 
his words were actually heard. The ambassador leaned over and whispered, 
“I’m sure she had it coming.” Despite how you feel or what you might think, 
be assured that God is listening. 

Here’s a story: In 63 B.C. the Roman general Pompey conquered Jerusalem. 
He rode triumphantly through the city and swept onto the temple mount 
where he entered the Holy Place and saw the lamp stands and incense altars. 
At the far end of the Holy Place he spied a brilliantly embroidered curtain 
shielding another room. He pulled back the curtain and stepped into the small 
enclosure. He was surprised when he discovered that the dark, airless cubicle 
held nothing at all. The Roman general had entered the Holy of Holies, a 
room so sacred to the Jews that no one was allowed to enter the room save 
the High Priest; and he only once a year. There was nothing in the room 
anymore. Yet the Jews continued to honor God’s presence there. 

When you can’t hear God, remember He can hear you. When you can’t hear 
God, hold on to the pillars of your faith, the truths that you have been taught. 
Recite them, sing them, and they will speak to you again. When you can’t 
hear God, be patient; God will respond in His time and in His manner. When 
you can’t hear God, don’t stop talking to Him. Never stop coming to Him in 
your prayers and in your quiet times. Step into His Holy Place and lift your 
hands to the heavens. He will hear your prayer. Even in His silence, God 
doesn’t miss one word or one tear. He is faithful and He has a plan for you. 
Rest assured, His silence is golden! 

“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

 


