
Criticism! 

by Mark Brunner 

“Brave Hearts!” (Proverbs 9:7-10) 

If you’ve ever seen the movie “Brave Heart,” you’ve been treated to some very 
heroic drama. The entire army of Scotland, pitchforks and scythes in hand, face 
off against a well-armed English force. Richard Wallace, “Brave Heart,” gives 
his fellow Scots a rousing speech and then turns to face the enemy. The look on 
his face is defiant and fearless. As you watch him defiantly facing-down the 
English arrows, lances and swords, you’ve got to begin to think to yourself– 
“Was there ever a braver man than this?” 

Here’s a story: Recently a friend approached me with some constructive 
criticism; something that, out of love, he genuinely wanted to bring to my 
attention. He hesitated for a moment and, facing what he must certainly have 
felt were the sharp arrows and lances awaiting his good advice, plunged ahead. 
I could tell by his hesitation that there was a great deal of fear wrapped up in 
his commitment to deliver that criticism. When it was over, however, he was 
still standing and my error had been put to flight. I guess the question as to was 
there ever a braver man was answered. At that moment I truly felt that he was 
about the bravest man in the world. 

Here’s a thought from an article I recently ran across in a counseling magazine: 
“For most of us, there is a whole lot of defensive weaponry waiting for the 
brave friend who is willing to attack our faults. Criticism, even that which is 



constructive and well-meant, is seldom welcome. Ironically, constructive 
criticism is an invaluable source of information for the one being criticized, at 
least for those willing to accept the criticism. Quite often we spend more time 
justifying, excusing or rationalizing an error, than in trying to understand and 
benefit from criticism. When we are non-defensive, we become aware that 
constructive criticism is a real compliment to us. The person offering it is 
usually uncomfortable in doing so, but if he is willing to endure the discomfort 
to help us, we should listen and appreciate the criticism. He runs the risk of 
arousing our anger, but he cares enough for our welfare to take the chance. 
(Rohrer, Hibler and Replogle, in Homemade, September 1988.) 

God’s Word tells us, “Rebuke a wise man and he will love you. Instruct a wise 
man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his 
learning (Proverbs 9:8-9). The way we respond to constructive criticism is an 
indicator of our wisdom. If we are wise, we will accept it and put it to use in 
our life. If we are not, we will reject it and show our own foolishness. True 
“brave hearts” are those who remain humble when good advice is given. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34)  

“The Unfinished Wall!” (Psalm 141:5) 

Here’s a story: I once knew a man who built a beautiful garden wall around his 
garden. He was a neighbor down the road and I would often pass his garden in 
the morning as I went to school. The curious thing about the wall was that it 
was never finished; not even when the old man passed away. The base was 
there and several layers of stone were set in place. But, you could see right 
where the old man had left off. He built it, it seemed, over a period of a lifetime 
and not in a matter of months or years. It seemed that he labored on it slowly 
and carefully without care for the passage of time. You could see from the 
mortar that some stones had been in place for decades and others were fresh. 

When he passed away, I stopped to talk with his widow when I chanced to see 
her out in the garden one day. Curious, I asked her about the wall. “Why did 
your husband never finish this garden wall? It seems that he put great effort 



into what was completed; but there was so much left undone.” I asked her. 
Looking at the large pile of rocks that lay just beyond the garden, I assumed it 
wasn’t for lack of materials the wall was incomplete. In fact, that pile seemed 
larger than the number of stones that made up the wall. 

The old lady smiled and told me something I will never forget. Each stone in 
the wall stood for a critical remark someone made about him during his 
lifetime. Instead of reaction or becoming sorrowful with a criticism, he would 
trudge out here to the garden and work on this wall. She motioned toward the 
stones in place in the uncompleted wall. “These were the good criticisms, the 
things he felt he needed to work into his life. He took his time placing them 
just so, one upon the other.” Then she motioned toward the pile of stone 
beyond. “The pile of stones beyond the garden were those criticisms that were 
petty or untrue. Those he cast away, determined never to build them into his 
life.” She reflected for a moment. “This wall,” she said, “is unfinished because 
he knew that within a lifetime there was always a place for good criticism.” 

As Christians we need to remember that the monuments of our lives are often 
built with stones people throw at us. We can choose to include them in our lives 
as lasting reminders of who we are and where we are going. Or, we can choose 
to cast them aside as some much useless rubble, unfit for constructive use. We 
need to learn to discern between the criticism that is righteous and that which is 
not. That which is not, like that old man, is cast away. That which is, is worthy 
to become part of the construction of our lives. The trick is to discern between 
the two and not mix the meaningless with the meaningful. Perhaps today would 
be a good time to start building that garden wall in your life. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34)    

“Know Your Faults Well!” (1 Samuel1:8) 

I think if you’re like most folks you’ve had the opportunity to evaluate your 
faults from time to time. I think that it just becomes a normal part of life; those 
edgy moments that tug at our conscience, whispering things like, “You know 
that’s something you always do that you should not do.” One thing is for 



certain, nobody knows our faults better than we do ourselves. Yet, knowing 
this, we so seldom employ it in our favor when others are critical, justly or 
unjustly, toward us. More often than not, we focus on the marginal critique of 
the critic and overlook the fact that in all things we ought to know our own 
faults better than they do. 

Recently I was confronted by a critic who told me that I needed to pay more 
attention to keeping typographical errors out of the devotions I write. The 
writing he referred to contained a typo–one typo. At first I was taken aback. 
But, as I realized he had not seen the devotions I had written ten years ago, I 
began to find some comfort. Only I knew how many more lay embedded in 
those writings. With that knowledge in mind, I found it easier to thank him for 
his critique and still have plenty of room left over to be thankful to God who 
had given me the ability to do the writing in the first place. 

Here’s a story: English evangelist George Whitefield knew full well the 
importance of leaving room for God when he was pressed by mans’ criticisms. 
Knowing that he was doing what was honoring to the Lord kept him from 
discouragement when he was falsely accused by his enemies. At one point in 
his ministry, Whitefield received a vicious letter accusing him of wrongdoing. 
His reply was brief and courteous: “I thank you heartily for your letter. As for 
what you and my other enemies are saying against me, I know worse things 
about myself than you will ever say about me. With love in Christ, George 
Whitefield.” He didn’t try to defend himself. He was much more concerned 
about pleasing the Lord. (Daily Bread, August 18, 1992.) 

When we dwell on the criticisms of others, we deprive ourselves of the one 
thing that can give us comfort in the face of the critic: the love of our Heavenly 
Father who forgives our sins, covers our mistakes and works with our 
imperfection. When we are filled with anger or bitterness over what others say 
about us, we leave little room for the comfort that God freely gives us not only 
in the loving relationships of others who are not critical, but most importantly, 
in the relationship He gives us with Himself. Leave room for God and others 
when you are faced with criticism. It will change your self-pity into hope. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 



  

“Shooting At The Saints!” (Matthew 7:1-2) 

Should we ever be concerned about giving criticism to others? In today’s, 
politically correct culture, there are many who claim that criticism is far too 
personal and potentially damaging and we should avoid it for the sake of 
other’s feelings. For that matter, in today’s politically correct culture, criticism 
can be dangerous, even potentially costly, when those being criticized take it 
personally. Who is right? 

One thing that can be said is that the truth is hard to pin down sometimes. 
Growing up I had two brothers, Kurt and Glenn. Since we were close in age 
and each blessed with our own, distinctly male personalities, there were times 
when we would disagree, and an altercation that began with words ended up in 
a wrestling match or worse. One thing that we learned pretty quickly was this. 
The brother who was right usually fought the hardest. If the brother who was 
the guilty one would try to hold the “righteous” brother down, it was soon 
discovered that this couldn’t be done without considerable effort on the part of 
the wrong doer. The truth just didn’t submit so easily. A lot of wasted effort 
went into trying to pin the truth to the floor. 

Here’s a story: It is said that when the British and French were fighting in 
Canada in the 1750s, Admiral Phipps, commander of the British fleet, was told 
to anchor outside Quebec. He was given orders to wait for the British land 
forces to arrive, then support them when they attacked the city. Phipps’ navy 
arrived early. As the admiral waited, being a Protestant in a very Catholic 
country, he became annoyed by the statues of the saints that adorned the towers 
of a nearby cathedral; so he commanded his men to shoot at them with the 
ships’ cannons. No one knows how many rounds were fired or how many 
statues were knocked out, but when the land forces arrived and the signal was 
given to attack, the admiral was of no help. He had used up all his ammunition 
shooting at the “saints.” (Daily Bread.) 



Just like you can’t hold a good man down without staying down with him and 
wasting valuable effort, when you snipe at one another critically, you also 
waste valuable time and resources. Being critical of others depends upon our 
own willingness to discover first whether the motive is love for a brother or just 
our stubborn drive to be right no matter what. God’s Word tells us to “Do not 
judge, or you too will be judged”(Matthew 7:1). Most often when we load up to 
“shoot at a saint,” we’d be far better off of first taking stock of our own faults 
before leveling our weapons against an unsuspecting brother or sister in Christ. 
Conserving the ammunition may make more sense. There’s no telling when it 
might really be needed! 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

“Ten Angels Swearing!” (1 Peter 3:16) 

Here’s a story: A number of years ago I had to lay a new concrete floor in my 
garage. After getting the old cement mixer in shape and then figuring out just 
how many square yards of concrete I would be laying, I went to my local 
lumber yard to order the dry mix that I would need to complete the job. After 
inspecting the various brands that were available, the decision came down to 
40-pound bags or 80-pound bags. Neither was easy to lift; but that is the nature 
of concrete. I approached the skid with the 80-pound bags and hefted one. Then 
I did the same with a bag from the 40-point skid. Although the 40-pound bag 
was lighter, I finally decided on the heavier bags believing that it would be 
easier to handle fewer bags in the long run. I placed my order at the Order Desk 
and when asked which bags I preferred I stoutly answered, “Give me the 80s!” 

When the weekend came and order arrived, I marched out to the pallet, 
measured in my mind what it would take to lift each 80-pound bag, and began 
hefting the bags with that expectation. I knew that each bag would be heavier 
than the easier to handle 40-pound bags, but I approached the task with that in 
mind. Had they been 40-pound bags I would have lifted each differently 
keeping in mind that I had that many more bags to bend over for. But these 
were 80-pounders and I attacked the pile with that expectation. 



In the same way, when we are dealing with criticism in our lives, fair or unfair, 
one of the best ways of handling it is to understand that some will be inevitable 
and we need to be prepared for it. It’s like preparing to lift those heavier bags 
of concrete mix. Being criticized is not a problem if you develop a positive way 
of dealing with it. Winston Churchill had the following words of Abe Lincoln 
framed on the wall of his office: “I do the very best I can. I mean to keep going. 
If the end brings me out all right, then what is said against me won’t matter. If 
I’m wrong, ten angels swearing I was right won’t make a difference.” (Bits & Pieces, 
April 29, 1993, pp. 15-16) 

For every action, there is an equal and opposite criticism. I believe we could 
call that Newton’s laws of critics? Whatever the case, the lesson is this. When 
you expect a load of criticism, it makes it a whole lot easier to carry the load 
when it comes. The Bible tells us that we need “to keep a clear conscience” 
because criticism will come and if we are prepared for it, we will be able to be 
lifted up over it. If we are right, we need to keep moving on. If we are wrong, 
Lincoln was right– “Ten angels swearing” we were right “won’t make a 
difference.” 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

 

 

 

 


