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God’s Word instructs us to worship; so worship isn’t a prerogative. Worship is a 
necessary element of our role as believers and followers of the cross. Therefore we 
fulfill a debt in that regard. Worship doesn’t gain payment of anything, however. Simply, 
worship is a response to an indebtedness that is apparent when we examine our lives in 
the light of God’s love, mercy and grace in Christ Jesus. Out of love for Him we respond 
in worship. 

Whereas the command to worship in the Old Testament was specifically apparent since 
God outlined how, where and when it was to be practiced, He didn’t dictate the same 
structure in the New Testament. Yet, there is much to learn about the nature of worship 
from examples of how the Children of Israel responded to God’s promise through 
worship. 

What do we give to worship?

First, there is the area of fellowship. The story of Abraham sacrificing Isaac reveals that 
trust is a very important part of what we give to worship and how this trust establishes a 
fellowship between God and us. God bids us to worship, we trust that God has and will 
provide the propitiation for our salvation, Jesus Christ. This is the foundation for all 
fellowship. 

Fellowship is further demonstrated in the fact that God desires to be personally present 
when we lift up our hearts and hands in worship. Our Abba Father often bids us as He 
did His Children in the past to retreat and find Him in worship. Fellowship is enhanced 
when we look for opportunities to withdraw from the “everydayness” of life to seek His 
throne. With David we can do this through prayer and meditation. Like His children He 
often bids us to journey for a time and discover Him in worship, away from the threats 
and encumbrances of life. When we bring our troubles and problems before the Lord in 
worship, we fulfill a fellowship that is both comfortable to God and necessary for us. 

Genesis: 22:5 "We will worship there and come back to you." (True worship involves our trust.)
"Worship can involve leaving something behind, sacrifice. It also involves trust; trust that meeting with God will result in goodness."
Psalm 4: 1-8 (Worship involves a connection to God) David demonstrated here that prayer is a form of worship. Prayer reaffirms 
our relationship with God and brings Him closer to us. Prayer as worship brings peace, spiritual peace.
Psalm 22: 1-31 (Worship mediates trouble) Worship is a proper reaction to trouble in this life. We need to pull God back into our 
lives ("do not be far from me") when trouble persists.
Exodus 4:23 "Let my son (Israel) go, so he may worship me. But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son."
(Worship often requires a retreat.) "We can worship anywhere but often worship, personal contact with our Abba Father, requires 
going somewhere, away from our place of labor or pleasure."   

Worship is also about living. As essential as water and food, worship is or should be a part 
of living. As we are not sustained physically without water and food, we are not 
sustained spiritually without worship. We bring our hunger and thirst to the table each 
day and receive sustenance; in the same manner we ought to bring a spiritual hunger 
for the living Word into our lives each day, or risk spiritual starvation.



In the story of Jacob blessing his sons Scriptures tell us that Jacob leaned upon his 
cane and worshiped the Lord. He did not seek out a temple in which to worship; he 
simply worshiped because his spirit brought forth a hunger that could only be satisfied 
by worship. Scriptures tell us that worship begins in the heart and not head. Moved by 
the Holy Spirit within us, we seek out relief from the emptiness of daily living in a world 
where we are not citizens by passers by. That emptiness, beginning within our hearts, 
we bring to worship for fulfilling. Just as physical hunger and thirst often appoint their 
own times for satisfaction, so too the hunger for worship knows no bounds. It may occur 
as we close our eyes in sleep or finish clearing an acre of stubborn brush. It is as much 
a part of living as mopping our brow in labor or closing our eyes in rest.

Because living is the platform for worship, so our lives ought to be the Holy Place 
wherein Christ ministers daily before the Father on our behalf. We are the altars upon 
which His sacrifice daily rises to the Father. In that sense we can’t separate our lives 
from worship. As the French philosophers declared: “I think, therefore I am!” so we say, 
“I live, therefore I worship!” Every moment is a moment of worship. We can’t separate 
life from worship. A Christian “lives” because of his willingness to lead a worshipful life. 
Knowing this we can’t want anything less than a godly approach to living reflected in our 
lives. Our worship, our living in worship, confirms the One who made us, gives us hope 
and sustains us. Worship is, therefore, the fulfillment of the Great Commission. 
Disciples will be made as “living altars” touch the lives of those whose fires have burned 
out or have never been ignited.
Genesis: 47:31 "'Swear to me,' he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the top of his 
staff." (Worship is of the moment.) "Worship is something we do as we are moved by the Holy Spirit to do it. We need to have our 
hearts in readiness to worship at the drop of a hat."
Deuteronomy 29:18
"Make sure that there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today whose heart turns away from the Lord our God to go and 
worship the gods of those nations;" (Worship comes from the heart.) "We worship because our hearts direct us to go there, not 
because it is merely a habit."
Matthew 14:33 "Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, 'Truly you are the Son of God'." (Worship is often 
spontaneous)  "God is always affecting our lives. Sometimes he affects them in subtle ways we don't see. Some-times the affect is 
obvious. Stop, look and worship as the situation presents itself. He is worthy."
Romans 12:1 "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God––this is your spiritual act of worship." (Worship is obedient service.) "As the Jews obeyed and offered their sacrifices on an 
altar as God proscribed, God has now made each of us a living altar upon which the sacrifice Christ's blood is laid daily. As we live 
our lives and walk in God's will, the aroma of that sacrifice reaches God in heaven. It pleases Him. The true altar is our body. All 
other altars are symbols."
1 Timothy 2:10 ". . . but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God." (Worship reflects a life not a 
practice.)
"True worship reflects itself in how we live our lives. When someone sees our godly living, they must rightly say that God is glorified 
and this person worships God. How we deport ourselves outside of worship is more important than the act itself; for the deportment 
is the completion of what we started in the act.'"

When we worship God we bring Him the respect that He does not need but that which He 
deserves. Bowing down, prostrating ourselves in the presence of the Almighty God is 
appropriate as the Patriarchs demonstrate for us in Scripture. When we approach God 
with our praise, petitions, and thanksgiving, we step into His Holy Presence. (Keep in 
mind that this approach is every waking hour of our day.) He is the Creator of the 
universe and holds all creation in the palm of His hand. Therefore, out of respect we 
ought to bring Him our best, whether that be in character, language, appearance or 
music. 

Paul writes: “worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire.” Approaching God through anyone other than Christ is not acceptable to 



God. Nor is an attitude of complacency or unbelief. Worship is a daily focus but it must 
never be taken for granted. As we rise in the morning our spirit ought to bow down in 
gratitude and respect for the night past. As we close our eyes in sleep our worship is 
concluded as a period concludes a sentence. The day past is an organic opportunity to 
blend living and worship together into holy living; just as nouns and verbs are the 
foundation of every sentence, so too those special moments of prayer, praise and 
thanksgiving that occur throughout the day. 
 
Exodus 34:8 "'Moses bowed to the ground and worshiped." (Worship requires humility.) "Worship is a time for 
understanding that we stand in the presence of the Creator of the Universe. Show some respect."
Psalm 29:2 "Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness." (Worship 
is a presentation.) "When we approach the Lord in worship, we approach His majesty and, therefore, ought not to 
approach Him in anything less than our best attitude. Sloppiness is not proper before God."
John 9:38
"Then the man said, 'Lord, I believe,' and he worshiped him." (Worship is a debt.) "Reverence in worship is due God 
in Christ. This is a debt that can never fully be repaid, but revisited consistently."
Hebrews 12:28-29 "Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so 
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire."(Worship implies Presentation.) 
"Reverence and awe can only be present when we understand that by God's Spirit we actually stand in His presence 
when we invoke the name of Christ and enter into the affirmation of our covenant  relationship with Christ.'"
1 Corinthians 11: 2-16 (Worship implies a respect for order and God who gives us worship) Appropriateness is 
always the rule when worshiping, whether that be attire, language or demeanor.
Psalm 29:2 "Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness."
(Worship is a presentation.)
"When we approach the Lord in worship, we approach His majesty and, therefore, ought not to approach Him in 
anything less than our best attitude. Sloppiness is not proper before God."

Entering into a worship relationship with God creates a partnership of integrity: we bring our 
honesty and God draws us into an “integral” relationship with Himself. The cornerstone of 
acceptable worship is integrity. Are we worshiping the true God: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit? Are there other “gods” separating us from the true God? Are there idols in our life 
that distract and draw us away from focused worship? Scriptures warn that maintaining 
our integrity in worship is a vulnerable task and that we must consistently keep our eye 
on “WHAT” we are doing and “HOW.” Taking our eye off worship may easily become an 
“enticement” to bow down to “other” gods. Honest worship is worship that begins in the 
heart and is evidenced in our willingness to participate in prayer, praise and song. 
Honest worship is worship that has joy as its garnish and contentment as its dessert. 

God has provided boundaries for our worship but not rules. We have the freedom to 
approach Him in worship, honest worship, but not the freedom to stray into idolatry and 
carelessness. When we approach God in honest worship, our reward is the worship 
accomplished and not some hidden agenda presupposing God’s willingness to turn our 
worship into a momentary petition. God blesses worship not because we do it but 
because He loves us. Honest worship always recognizes this.

Deuteronomy 11:16 "Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to 
them." (Worship is vulnerable.) "When we don't keep our eye on our worship our worship lives are vulnerable to a 
wrong turn."
Matthew 15:9 & Mark 7:7 "These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me 
in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men." (Worship can easily become perfunctory.) "We must always 
guard against the tendency to become involved in shallow worship, worship that is not from our hearts but from a 
book."
Deuteronomy 12:31 "You must not worship the Lord your God in their way, because in worshiping their gods, they do 
all kinds of detestable things the Lord hates." (Worship has God-given boundaries.) "We are free to worship but not 
free to worship in a deceitful or sinful way."
Luke 4:7 "So if you worship me, it will all be yours." (Worship is its own reward.) "The temptation to gain something 



from worship is apparent in this lie from the Devil. Worship is something we do to both respond to God's gracious 
good will and to glorify Him."
Psalm 100:2 "Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs."
(Worship and song complement each other.) "When we sing and make music in worship, God is pleased."

Godly worship sanctifies where we worship. When the Children of Israel forsook godly 
worship, the temple became nothing more than a structure open to looting, desecration 
and, ultimately, destruction. The building was not sacred unto itself except that God 
chose to dwell there. His presence, withdrawn, ordained an emptiness, a vacuum, 
vulnerable to the encroachment of evil.  When we worship in honesty and reverence, 
recognizing the relational nature of our worship and God’s presence, our worship 
sanctifies the environment in which we worship; whether that be a communal building, 
home or anywhere in God’s creation.

2 Chronicles 7:19 "But if you turn away and forsake the decrees and commands I have given you and go off to serve 
other gods and worship them, then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have given them, and will reject this 
temple I have consecrated for my Name." (Worship places are sanctified by our worship.) "A building is not 
sacred of itself; it is sanctified by those who worship in truth and purity."

What does God give to worship?

Worship facilitates communion with God. As God has specially created us in His likeness, 
He has graciously deigned to dwell with us continually. Whereas God dwells in all His 
creation, He chooses to dwell personally with you and I. His presence, our personal 
communion, creates a bond of love unequalled among all relationships. Worship draws 
us to Him and He to us. This relationship (communion) brings us a reassurance that no 
matter what life dishes out, we need not be afraid.

It is important to remember that God brings His special presence to our worship 
wherever that worship may be. He visited His people in the Old Testament in desert, on 
mountaintops and in a tent. The place is not as important as the fellowship shared. 
Because God chooses to offer His presence to us in worship, worship is the great 
equalizer. All are equal in His presence, rich or poor, famous or not. As the Bible states, 
all will kneel before Him. Finally, God brings in this communion a homogenous mix of 
not only of rich and poor, famous and common, He also brings a communion that 
crosses the boundaries of sex and race. God brings true equality to our fellowship with 
Him through worship.

Exodus 3:12 "When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." (Worship 
brings God's presence.) "Worshipping God helps us keep His presence fresh in our lives. It's God's way of 
reassuring us that He is always with us."
Exodus 7:16 "Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the desert." (Worship is fellowship with 
God.)"Where we worship is not the important thing; seeking God in fellowship is."
Psalm 22:29 "All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him–those 
who cannot keep themselves alive." (Worship is the great equalizer.) "Whether rich or poor, sick or healthy, worship 
brings all men to their knees in communion with one another and God."
Isaiah 19:23 "In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. The Assyrians will go to Egypt and Egyptians 
to Assyria. The Egyptians and Assyrians will worship together."
(Worship may bind strange bedfellows.) "Worship can be a unifying force that has the ability to tie together those 
who might be at odds politically and socially."

Worship brings God’s judgment. When worship became empty or misplaced for the 



Children of Israel, God’s judgment prevailed. He withdrew from them or, even worse, 
allowed their worship or lack thereof to be cursed. When our worship is sincere and our 
lives become the living altars of worship God has ordained them to be, God’s blessings 
are a promise; our worship will bear fruit when it is properly and continually planted. 
God holds us accountable for how we worship. This is serious business and God 
doesn’t take it lightly nor should we. As a sword pierces flesh, so worship ought to 
pierce our spirit, separating pretense from honesty. God joins us thusly to Himself when 
we bow before Him in worship. 

Exodus 23:25 "Worship the Lord your God, and his blessing will be on your food and water."
 (Worship will bear fruit.) "When we glorify God in our worship He will respond with blessings."
Deuteronomy 8:19 "If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I 
testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.."
(Worship is accountable.) "God accounts for those things we worship. He does not overlook our lack of or 
misplaced worship."
Job 1:20 "At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship and said: ' 
Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the 
name of the Lord be praised'." (Worship can pierce us.)
"In times of calamity worship pierces the darkness of our spirit and cause us to be emptied."

What constitutes worship?

Worship is a natural reaction to God’s grace. When we experience the love that God has for 
us, our first, natural reaction to that love is worship. That worship may be reflection, 
silence, song, prayer, vow or ceremony; but all these share this: “we believe God and 
that belief takes wing in the form of worship”. As our daily lives unfold, the grace of God 
is always apparent. Even when sorrows and hardships become our lot, our response is 
worship. 

Sin is always present in our lives and, therefore, the consequences of sin, pain, grief, 
disappointment and trial, are impossible to avoid. When we become aware of sin’s 
consequence we can, with King David, respond by putting our lives into order and 
making do with whatever God sends our way. The first step in a worshipful one; 
everything follows from that. Finally, worship while often planned and anticipated, can 
sometimes be spontaneous and without a structure within which to participate. God’s 
grace, often invading our lives when least expected, can’t always be planned out. 
Therefore, a Christian will sometimes be moved to his knees without notice. His hands 
may reach heavenward or upon his breast. In this sense worship is often an unexpected 
visitor in our life. The worship knock at the door may happen at any time.

Exodus 4:31 "'. . . and they believed. And when they heard that the Lord was concerned about them and had seen 
their misery, they bowed down and worshiped." (Worship is often responsive.) "Worship is the natural and God-
pleasing response to God's grace in our lives."
2 Samuel 15:8 "If the Lord takes me back to Jerusalem, I will worship the Lord in Hebron." (Worship may be 
promised.) "Worshiping the Lord as a vow is not forbidden."
2 Samuel 12:20 "Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, 
he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped." (Worship ought to be the response to sin.) "When we sin we 
bear the consequences, if not the guilt. Even knowing this, we should be moved to worship the One who has spared 
our life."
Ezra 8: 1-6 (Worship may be spontaneous) In this story of Ezra reading the book of the Law to the people two thing 
stand out: 1) There were times when the Jews worshiped communally and 2) worship was sometimes spontaneous 
involving prostration and the lifting up of hands.



Worship may not be bounded. It is freedom in the richest sense. God is sovereign over all 
things, including worship. This means that He and He, alone controls it. He gives us the 
freedom to practice worship in these New Testament days that is so much less 
restricted than what He had once required of His people Israel. Yet, worship is still 
ordained of Him and not of us. Therefore it is wrong to make requirements of worship 
that are not of His making. When we allow buildings, lectionaries, customs and 
comfortable practices to become anything more than optional, we hold worship hostage. 
Now we have entered into the “new” Holy of Holies, God’s domain and His alone. We 
usurp when we require. Despite our intentions for the best, building requirements 
around the freedom that God has given us in Christ to worship, helps to destroy the 
“spirit” of worship. Then, with Isaiah, we are moved to say, “Their honor is of the lips and 
mouth but not of the heart.” When we build walls around worship, our efforts to contain 
it, minimalize it–for worship can’t be contained. Worship is like the Spirit who inspires it; 
like the wind, it cannot be contained. 

Despite this exquisite freedom, God brings within this freedom a boundary that cannot 
be crossed. Our worship is to glorify Him and not ourselves. It is to bring praise to Him 
and not honor to us. We must be careful to examine our worship, making sure that it 
reflects our humility and His glory. Worship that veers from God’s glory is, as Paul 
states, “puffed-up and idle.”  When we get caught up in the act of worship by being over 
concerned as to how the liturgy flows or in what key a hymn is sung, we run the danger 
of focusing on the format over and above the purpose of worship. Whether that be a 
pastor’s gown or altar decorations, we must always be mindful of how and where the 
“glory” is focused. Worshiping in “truth and spirit” means that place and format ought 
always be relegated to a back pew behind what is going on in the heart of the 
worshiper. If a pew is where the spirit best compels us to worship, so be it. However, for 
some it may be the dinner table or a handshake with a fellow Christian. This is not 
rationalizing convenience; it is explicating the freedom that Christ granted us to worship 
when His ultimate act of worship was completed on the cross of Cavalry. 

Exodus 10:24 "Go, worship the Lord. Even your women and children may go with you; only leave your flocks and 
herds behind." (Worship can't be held hostage.) "Worship should never be held hostage by those who wish to 
control it."
Exodus 20:5 "You shall not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing 
the children of the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me . . ." (Worship is 
singular.)
"The focus of worship must always be on the Lord and nothing, whether building, prop or person, should stand 
between us and Him."
1 Samuel 1:3 "Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the Lord Almighty at Shiloh
 . . ." (Worship may be repetitious.) "Repetition is not bad in and of itself. But vain repetition, without the heart, is 
folly."
2 Samuel 15:32 "...where people used to worship the Lord ..." (Worship is not contained.) "Worship locations 
change, but God does not."
2 Kings 18:22 "And if you say to me, 'We are depending on the Lord our God'–isn't he the one whose high places 
and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, 'You must worship before this altar in 
Jerusalem."(Worship may become divisive.) "The way one person worships that may be different from another can 
become the foundation for dispute if someone tries to make it so."
Isaiah 29:13 "The Lord says: 'These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men." (Worship regulated may 
become worship that is empty.) "When our worship becomes a formality, nothing more than a repetition of form and 
an obedience to rule, it is no longer worship."
Nehemiah 9:6 ". . . and the multitudes of heaven worship you." (Worship is universal.) "We share worship with the 
heavenly hosts. How awesome is that?"
Psalm 100 (Worship and joy can't be separated) Worship creates praise and praise thanksgiving.
John 4:23 "Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 



truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in sprit and 
truth."
(Worship isn't contingent on place but the heart.) "Where we worship is not important. How we worship is. The 
true temple of the Living God is our body wherein dwells God's Holy Spirit. This is the environment for good worship, 
how we live our lives. Christ's coming brings us the freedom to worship in true spirit because of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. True worship must be in keeping with God's nature; He is a spirit and does not dwell physically 
within the confines of any 'church' sanctuary."
Colossians 2:18 "Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the 
prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle 
notions." (Worship does not require format.) "We are free to worship as the Spirit moves us to worship. That may 
involve format or it may not. The arena for faith is the heart and not the pew. When the pew is required, the worship 
may become dependent upon the worshiper and the setting as opposed to the Spirit and the heart.'"
Colossians 2:23 "Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their 
false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual 
indulgence." (Worship supports itself.) "Worship compelled and shared with the Spirit of God needs no physical 
help from us. The raising of hands as a show or any abuse of the body to demonstrate feeling does nothing for 
worship. This is vain and, yes, even arrogant.'"
Hebrews 9:6 (10:1) "Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary." (Worship 
today is a NEW Covenant.) "The old covenant required rules and place of worship; whereas the new covenant, the 
Body of Christ, replaces the old covenant with freedom and worship in and through Him by the Holy Spirit.'"

Worship that glorifies God bonds us to the Father through the Son. Worship pleasing to God is 
worship that glorifies Him. This means that the focus of our worship ought always be 
directed to God and not to us. When we focus on our feelings, our fulfillment, we are not 
giving glory to God but to ourselves. When we worship God in respect, honor, praise, 
thanksgiving and humility, He is glorified and we are vicariously edified. The Children of 
Israel worshiped God at a distance out of respect for His glory. But God has removed 
this requirement for us in the New Testament. Our Mediator is Christ and He shares our 
humanness. Since He is God and knows the Father, and sees the Father, our unity with 
Him unites us to the Father. This “glorifying” relationship, at once giving as well as 
receiving, is one that God is jealous of. There is no room for the artificial, for separating 
layers of cumbersome custom or a preoccupation with ourselves and the things of this 
world. We worship because it is our intention, by faith, to glorify God. Worship, 
therefore, is its own qualifier. It is for worship’s sake that we worship at all. It isn’t a 
platform for getting or changing. These things happen by God’s grace and providence 
because He loves us, not because we chant, pray or invoke His name. These things 
please Him but don’t compel Him.

Worship signifies to Whom we owe our life and eternity. Because everything we are is 
thus owned, there is no need for idols in our life. Whether that be a sports figure we 
idolize, a pastor we too often place on a pedestal, or even a spouse or a child we dearly 
love; our life is not given meaning by these despite the comfort they can afford. God is 
more powerful than all things that glitter and everything that charms or bestows 
satisfaction in this life. These are the things of the flesh and of the world. Even our own 
godliness, the result of faith founded in God’s goodness, strengthened by a knowledge 
of God and demonstrated in our ability to live controlled, persevering lives, has nothing 
to do with how, when or why we worship. Worship is not a sign that we are saved; it is a 
sign that we are grateful for salvation. “Going to church” is not a sign that we are godly 
any more than circumcision was a sign that a Jew was godly. 

Thus glorified, our worship becomes a unifying force in our lives. It joins us to God 
through Christ in a special way. Pews, altars and sanctuary walls are tangible but they 
are no more real than is God. He is not a God of stone or wood; He is a God of flesh 
and spirit. It is God Himself who joins us to Himself in Christ. Books, symbols and 



sanctuaries provide a comfortable place by which we might approach Him. But, when 
they become the tangible above His reality, our worship is blocked and we ought to 
reconsider how we are worshiping. As living altars we become God’s footstool. There is 
nothing between us and Him, except Christ. Therefore, wherever we kneel down to pray 
or whatever food we bow over in thanksgiving, is a sanctuary with a direct link to God. 
The sanctuary, crucifix or beads give comfort and that is not in and of itself wrong. 
These give us something to grasp and hold on to. As long as that holding on is prefaced 
with a looking up, God is pleased. All of us long to hold on to God. He understands this 
and grants us these things. However, He is not pleased when we determine that these 
particular things are better to hold on to than others. If a family joins hands at a table in 
prayer this “grasping” is just a valid as those who kneel at an altar. 

When Jesus reconstituted His church as he ascended into heaven, he was, in effect, 
pouring new wine into a new wineskin. The new church would be of a different nature 
but same object: to glorify God. The old wineskin, tabernacle worship and the 
intercessory format of an earthly priest, could not contain the Great Commission. Christ 
has given us a new wineskin into which this ever-expanding fruit of faith has been and is 
being posited. Yet, we so often seek out the old wineskin. It’s comfortable and tested. 
Yet, can it really contain the spirit of the Great Commission; only if we tone down the 
spirit and make it manageable within the confines of the old wineskin? Could the model 
for the new wineskin be that of the house church? How easy it is for a house church to 
cope with growth and expansion. It has no budget or paid staff. If it expands beyond the 
confines of the home, a new house church is established. The Word can expand all it 
wants; the house church accommodates the Holy Spirit and expands with it. 
 
 Finally, when we glorify God in our worship, joining ourselves to Him as the living altars 
He has created, the Holy Spirit creates a channel by which we are now able to 
communicate in person with God. Worship in this sense is a dialogue. Although God 
warns that we ought not to mumble or recite empty phrases, He does desire our 
communication. When believers gather, there should be communication. The Holy Spirit 
will prompt it. God is not a Father who demands only a respect that is rendered in strict 
silence. The old adage that “children are to be seen and not heard” was invented by 
parents seeking their own comfort. God is no such parent. He wants to hear us as well 
as see us. Worship ought to be filled with heartfelt, glorifying conversation. And, that 
conversation is best rendered unscripted. Would you hand out a script to your children 
at the dinner table? God would not do this either. He expects us to speak, to sing and to 
praise whatever the Spirit has planted in our hearts. As we love Him we will also love 
one another. Therefore, our love for others will compel us not to compete in 
conversation or command. Rather, the Holy Spirit will guide us to blend what we have to 
say with what others have to sing or pray. Ultimately, just as a child would first have 
some knowledge of what he would say at the dinner table lest he make a fool of himself 
and create a scene, so should we ascribe knowledge to what we are moved to 
contribute to our worship. We ought to study our Bibles, meditate on that knowledge 
and then bring it to our conversation with God in worship. This will bring Him glory as we 
live our lives in a continual walk of worship. 

Exodus 23:33 "Do not let them live in your land, or they will cause you to sin against me, because the worship of 
their gods will certainly be a snare to you." (Worship that feels foreign probably is.) "Be on alert for worship that 
may be displeasing to God. Worship that doesn't glorify Him or focus on Him should be avoided."
Exodus 24:1 ". . . you must worship at a distance.” (Worship in respect for God's glory.) "Worship that brings God 
down to a mundane level and doesn't draw us to Him through our mediator, Jesus Christ, should be avoided."



Deuteronomy 5:9 "You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments." (Worship is owned.) "God 
wants you and I to remember that He and He alone owns worship. He is jealous of our worship time and expression."
1 Samuel 15:25 "(Saul) Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the Lord."
  (Worship must focus on worship.) "Worshiping for the wrong reasons, to impress or get something, is not right in 
God's sight."
1 Chronicles 16:29 "...worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness." (Worship glorifies God's holiness.) "Since 
we come into His presence when we worship, His holiness overshadows us in awesome splendor."
Psalm 97:7 "All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols–worship him, all you 
gods!" (Worship overcomes the need for idols in our lives.) "God is more powerful than all the 'gods' of this world. 
In worship they too must bow before him. Money, popularity, power, all the 'gods' of this world, tremble in his worship 
presence."
Philippians 3:3 "For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ 
Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh––though I myself have reasons for such confidence."(Worship is not 
a sign of Godliness.) "The fact that we worship is not a sign that we are saved any more than circumcision is a sign 
that we are chosen by God to be His. We must be cautious not to point to the fact that we 'go to church' as a sign that 
we are 'in the faith.'"
Deuteronomy 4:28 "There you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or eat or 
smell." (Worship is tangible.) "When we worship the Living God we worship the only God who IS. He IS tangible 
and, therefore, able to respond to our worship."
Psalm 99:5 "Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy." (Worship is a direct link to the throne 
of God. "When we meet in worship of our Lord, our place of worship becomes the footstool of His throne. You can't 
get much closer to the Almighty."
Matthew 28:9  "Suddenly Jesus met them. 'Greetings,' he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped 
him."
  (Worship may prompt reaching out.) "To clasp a Bible to our hearts or a crucifix is not outside the bounds of 
worship. God created us to hold on to him."
1 Corinthians 14: 26-39 (Worship communicates without confusion) Worship is dialogue not a one-way 
conversation. The key is mutual respect and care for the others involved. All may speak but speaking must be done 
with thoughtfulness and respect, for one another and for God. Great care must be taken to avoid disorder while not 
stifling communication and interaction.
John 4:22 "You Samaritans worship what you do not know, we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 
Jews." (Worship should be in knowledge.) "Worship not connected with knowledge of God's Word is somewhat 
empty. Study does not supplant worship nor does worship supplant study."
Psalm 23 (Worship ascribes God)Worship gives identify to the God who has made us and protects us. We can get 
our arms around God through Christ in worship.
Matthew 9:17 "Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out 
and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved." (Worship is 
expansive and can’t be contained.) "When we worship the Living God we worship in an ever-changing dynamic. It 
pushes us forward and out. We need to move with it."


